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Poverty, Resources and Resourceful People and 
Communities in North Carolina



Home of the Perfect Christmas 
Tree:  Spruce Pine, NC

Å1988 ïaward-winning 
book published by author 
Gloria Houston

Å2002-03 ïthousands of 
textile / furniture / other 
manufacturing jobs in 
Mitchell County lost due to 
outsourcing

ÅAsset: in 2003, Gloria 
Houston donated the 
rights to her book to the 
town of Spruce Pine

ÅCreated a foundation, 
identified project priorities



ÅFocus on 

entrepreneurship

Å Items illustrated in book 

are produced and sold

ÅSome produced by world-

class crafters, others by 

laid-off workers (new 

entrepreneurs!)

Å100 new businesses have 

been started

ÅScholarships funded 

from portion of royalties 

Home of the Perfect Christmas 
Tree:  Spruce Pine, NC



Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center:  
Music, Crafts, Food and Tourism

ÅGraham County, persistent poverty

Å Assets:  WPA-era rockwork school 

building and crafters

Å Crafts gallery, classes, small 

business incubator

ÅMusic nights, special events, Junior 

Appalachian Music programs



Stecoah Valley Cultural Arts Center:  
Music, Crafts, Food and Tourism

ÅFormer cafeteria converted 

to shared-use commercial 

kitchen for:

ïValue-added food 

production

ïSmoky Mountain Native 

Plants ïfood from the 

National Forest!

ïCooking classes

ïCatering businesses

ïAppalachian Dinners



Asheville GO

Å A Green collar job training and placement program in Asheville, NC.

Å Target Audience: low-income ñdisconnectedò youth and young adults (16-24) 

who are unemployed, not in school, and have barriers to employment.

Å Program curriculum: integrates vocational skills training, life skills 

development, case management, apprenticeships and hands-on service 

learning projects that have tangible impacts on low-income neighborhoods 

Å GO Energy Team: microenterprise, energy audits and weatherization, energy 

savings for low-income residents, partnering with solar thermal company

Workforce Development and Life Skills 
Building:  Asheville GO



Life Skills Training

Case Management

Service Learning Projects

Background Knowledge

Academic Support
Phase 1:
Pre- Apprenticeship

Phase 2:
Apprenticeship Apprenticeship (ON THE JOB 

TRAINING)

Living wage, 

green collar 

employment

Workforce Development and Life Skills 
Building:  Asheville GO



Trash to Treasure:  Jackson 
County Green Energy Park

ÅLandfill methane 

recapture facility

ÅGreenhouses for plant 

propagation, savings  

on landscape projects

ÅCraft incubator: 

blacksmiths, potters 

have space / facilities 

and business support

Å20 jobs; equivalent of 

removing 92 vehicles 

from road each year



Roanoke River 
Partners:  The River 
Runs Through Us!

ÅAssets:  Roanoke River 

ïLargest intact bottomland 
hardwood swamp forest 
east of the Mississippi 

ïHome to black bear, river 
otter, deer, bobcat, beaver 
and mink. 

ïOver 200 bird species 

ÅChallenges: high 
economic & social distress

Roanoke Region North Carolina

Median Household Income $27,438 $39,184

Poverty Rate 21% 12%
% Black 53% 22%

Black Poverty Rate 30% 23%



ÅEco-tourism paddle / camping 

trail

ï14 platforms; partnerships 

with private landowners

ïCatalyst for small 

businesses (kayak rentals, 

B&Bs, restaurants, etc.)

ï$400,000 generated 

annually for regional 

economy + 50 jobs

ÅRosenwald School

ïVisitor & education center

Roanoke River 
Partners:  The River 
Runs Through Us!



ÅChallenges:  history of 
land loss, community 
belief they had no assets

ÅAssets:  African-American 
history / culture, land 
and forest stewardship

ÅLegacy / tradition of 
entrepreneurship

Sandhills Family Heritage 
Association:  Mapping the Assets


