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Historically, American Indians were never provided 
opportunity to develop a healthy relationship with the 
educational process. American Indians have battled 
double voting, second class citizen treatment, separate 
facilities, denied education, and illegal seizure of lands. 
Currently, issues continue to exist such as cultural 
dissonance, cultural disconnect, maintaining identity in 
a mainstream institutionalized process, dropout issues, 
and the achievement gap. 

Consider ðwhere does or how might tribal identity coexist 
in school or higher education?







Education Timeline
Prior to 1885 schools systems were established for Whites and Blacks. 
Indians were not allowed to attend. Our ancestors created private 
community schools. In 1885 the state of North Carolina allowed for the 
establishment of a separate school system for Indian children. In 1887 the 
state established the Croatan Indian Normal School which is known today 
as The University of North Carolina at Pembroke. The county system did 
not acknowledge segregation until the 1970 -71 school year.  Still, this 
affected Whites and Blacks more than American Indians. 




